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Lowcountry Montessori School

Meeting Minutes for Board of Directors Meeting

September 10, 2015 6:30 P.M.

LMS Office

749 Broad River Drive, Beaufort, SC 29906
Lowcountry Montessori School's mission is to increase access to an authentic Montessori-based education in Beaufort and Jasper Counties. Our staff and parents will collaborate to foster the development of independent, well-rounded, academically-prepared and responsible citizens. LMS is committed to creating an environment that inspires children to become lifelong learners and creative problem solvers for the 21st Century and beyond.

Board members in attendance: Warren Engle, Eileen Bertagna, Janice Johnson, Claire Bennett, Eve Fleming, Jenn Dunn via conference call, Katherine Winn via conference call. 
Call to Order -- 6:57 p.m.

1. Reading of Mission Statement – Eve read the LMS mission statement.
2. Approval of Agenda – Eve moved to approve the agenda.  Claire 2nded All in favor: All
3.  Statement of Compliance with FOIA – meeting was noticed by being posted to the LMS website, LMS Facebook page, and emailed to the Beaufort Gazette. 
4.  Approval of minutes – Eve moved to approve the minutes from August 27, 2015. Warren 2nded. All in favor: All
5. P & I Grant Report – holding pattern until budget is approved. Once approved, we will be able to request reimbursement. 
6. Approve Consent Agenda – Eve moved to approve the consent agenda, which included the vote on the debit card from August 27, 2015 special meeting. Warren 2nded. All in favor: All
7. Approval of slate of candidates – Eve introduced the candidates of board members to include: Scott Webb, Warren Engle, Eve Fleming, Eileen Bertagna, Michelle Clark, Patrick Chester, Stacey Johnston, and Jennifer Dunn.
Eve moved to approve the slate of candidates. Eileen 2nded. All in favor: All

8. Committee reports
a. Facilities – awaiting Port Royal town architect approval on the fence. Also awaiting landmark building; negotiations are ongoing between ACD and the builders.
b. Enrollment – we are at full capacity.
c. Outreach – Eileen has been thinking about outreach opportunities and is looking forward to assistance from potential new board members.
d. Board Development – working on elections. Debbie Beall has been working very hard and the dates have been released for the elections.  
e. Fundraising – last meeting we separated Artscape from fundraising but did not really appoint a new fundraising committee. Artscape is moving along nicely and has it’s own website - Artscapebeaufort@wordpress.com
f. Technology – Matt is not here but Amy reported that they are getting all the computers in and installed. The filter system is working really well. 
g. Education – Amy has been in communication with Darryl Berringer from Advanced Ed – there will be a meeting Thursday, Oct 8th from 4-6pm. They have discussed trying to incorporate AMS accreditation with it. 
9.  Public Comments (Please limit comments to 3 minutes)
 Public comments were made related to students’ access to microwaves, the policy on sugary drinks, an alligator in the pond, children riding bicycles, and car line pick-up.

10. Old Business – 2014-2015 Parent, student, and staff surveys were closed out. 
11. New Business – Eileen met with Sarah about starting the PTO
12. Executive Session - Warren moved to enter executive session, Eve 2nded. All in favor: All.
Warren Moved to exit executive session.  Eve 2nded. All in favor: All
Eve Moved to adjourn.  Warren 2nded. All in favor: All
* The Board welcomes public comments but gently reminds that this is not a question-and-answer period.

LMS will not limit, deny admission or show preference to any individual or group of individuals. LMS will recruit, register, and admit students without regard to race, creed, gender, national origin, ancestry, disability or need for Special Education services. In accordance with Section 59-40-50 of the South Carolina Code of Laws, Title 59, Chapter 40, LMS will admit all students eligible to attend first through twelfth grades residing in South Carolina, subject to space limitations.
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